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Luck of the Fur Trade 43 

Luck of the Fur Trade. 

James Douglas, afterward famous as the Governor of Van- 
couver's Island, here shows how some posts thrive while others 
fail. He also tells of the river "tragedies, which were most likely 
all too common in that day. 

Vancouver, 12th March, 1832 
Jno. McLeod, Esquire 
Dear Sir, 

I have the pleasure to inform you that in compliance with 
your request, I now forward a box, to your address, containing a 
variety of prickly pears, which I hope will reach your distant 
quarter without injury. Our Columbia news are of a varied 
nature, a proportion of good, mixed up with evil, but on the 
whole I believe the good predominates at all events I am con- 
vinced that the best news are always the most gratifying and 
will on that account leave the most unpleasant to bring up the 
rear. 

The Nass party left us in the early part of April, Mr. Ogden 
being the superintendent of the land operations, with Captain 
Simpson to command the shipping. They were greatly retarded 
on the passage by contrary winds and in consequence did not 
reach their destination before the nth. May. 

To their great surprise and not a little to their satisfaction 
the natives received them in the most friendly manner, nor have 
they as yet displayed any symptoms of a hostile or turbulent 
disposition. They are nevertheless keen hands at the bargain 
and make the most of competition among" the traders. If they 
cannot do business with one party they make no ceremony in 
trying what can be done with the other. The Returns of the 
Coast are something like 3000 skins, upon which there is a loss 
of £1600. 

Your friend Archy has been doing wonders at Fort Langley, 
he has collected about 2000 Beavers, and is not a little vain of 
his feat. Your old post Thompsons River seems determined to 
remain in the background. I believe its resources are exhausted, 
or perhaps Langley and Colville have a share of the trade which 
in your time it exclusively enjoyed. 

This place as well as Nez Perces show an increase of returns, 
but I cannot say how the campaign will end in New Caledonia 
as we have had no late intelligence from that quarter. The 
Brigade on its return to the interior met with a serious accident 
between the Portage Neuf and Cascades, by which two men and 
nearly forty pieces of property were lost. Another poor man was 
drowned in Frasers River. 

Captain Simpson died at Nass after a short illneses of 13 
days of an inflammation of the lungs. Please present my respects 
to Charlotte, Miss Flora and the little ones. Believe me to be 
with much respect Your obt Servant, 

(Sgd) JAMES DOUGLAS. 



